Denſel Hollis, Eſquire; 


His worthy and learned 5 4 
IN WY 


PARLIAMENT; 


Decemb.zo. 1631. 
V pon the Reading of the Petition 


and Proteſtation of the twelve Biſhops, 
for which they wereaccuſed of High 
Treaſon, and committed to the 
Tower of Londos. 


_ | « 


Wherein is diſcovered the danger of this Proteſtation, that "A 
itis both againſt the King and his Royall Prerogatives, —_ - 
the Priviledges of Parliament, the Liberties of the 
Subjet, and the ſubverſion of the Funda- 
mentall Lawes of this Kingdom, 
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A 
SPEECH MADE 
BY MasrerR HOLLIS 


In PARLIAMENT, upon the read. 
ing of the Petition and Proteſtation 
of the twelve Biſhops,fince committed 


to the Tower on Thurſday the zoe, 
of December, 1641. 


Maſter Speaker, 


His Petition and Proteſtation of the Bi- 

ſhops preſented to his Majeſty, is the 

chief ſubjeR of our preſenc debate, I 

defire,under the favour of this Honou- 

rable Houſe, to ſpeak ſomewhat concerning the 

ſame, and in _ ing thereof I ſhall obſervethe 

perſons rhat deluded it , the ſubje& and matter 

conteined inthe ſame 3 the dangerous effe&ts that 

are likely to follow thereupon it it be not ſudden- 

ly prevented 3 And laſtly, their crime in making 
and deluding thereof. 

Firſt, Maſter Speaker, concerning the perſons 
ARors of this Tragedy, Biſhops of an holy fun- 
&ion, the denomination of their tile preſcribes 
them in Scripture to be men of God, Fathers of - 
the Church,Stars, (not blazing Cometsor Me- 

| A 2 tcors) 
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' reors? (as it. is apparayt many of them have been) 
lights,the ſalt of thecarth., that ſhould ſeaſon the 
hearts, lives, and converſation of the people of 
God,with picty and godlunefle. Forthelſe Men, 
Maſter Speakcr, the hinderers of the peace and 
quict of- tie Kanggomey 1s extreame vHenefle, for 
Biſhops, Govertſours, '{ ativell as teachers of the 
people of God)to ſtruct, admonithytebuke, re- 
prove, and corre& evill doers inthe Clergy, for 
theſe I fay:nor onely to) connive, and Winke at 'ſu- 
per{titionz;lnnovations, and Ceremonies irtrodu- 
ced into the.Churchy by the inferiour and ſcanda- 
lous Miniſters, hut.j0;animate, pnd:encour 1gc 
them it1 their evill practiſes, nay-not contented 
therewitl!, but themſelves to Innovate Religion, 
corrupt the true and* Orthodox doftrine of the 
Church, to attempr, tocntice and drayy the minds 
of Peeres, Ngbles,and great oft Hof StatG 3 nav 
is molt facred Majeſty,to fivour their indeayfours 
and defignes,., ſhew them, p!aincly to, beth In- 
{truments of the Devil! ſtriving tO ancreaſc and 
build his Kitigdome, tothe decay, of the propage 
tionof the GO Aag? the Kingdome of Chriſt, 
to'whom they would fcemne tg be: devored, theſe 
corrupt Olhcers and Minifters Maſter Speaker, 
both in Church atd State , hav proJaced thei 
corrupt and dangerous rimes Qthat iist ut makes 
Religion ſceme vite, and hatcfull to molt men, 
chat it is Maſter Speaker, that ſtains. their funRti- 
on, of it ſelf uncorrupted (facred) this changes 
their names of being called men of God, to be 
men ſervirigonly che Devil, it Fathers and nurſes 


of the Church, prove the betrayers of the Church, 
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woe to that flocke of whom Chrilt is the ſheap- 
heardz[f {tarres fall tothe earth, wee aotific there 
by great change and altcrations ina ſtate to inijur ; 
it the lizhts ot the Church be pur our, or putour 
themſelves, or be hid and appere nor, bow is at 
likely the Children of God ſhould ſee towelke in 
the right way, Lf {alc be corrupt and putrificd and 
thereby loſ{cth its ſavour,what profitteth it tor the 
uſe of man, you know the Phraſe well enough. 
Then Maſter Speaker to conclude theſe perſons 
(that have had all theſe titles)that have(as we have 
proved by wofull experience, ſhamed themſelves, 
complyable toall the defects. that are thus diſhg- 
nourabletotheir denominations)are as L under fi- 
vour conceive altogether unfir, and unwortiy to 
bear them any longer. | 
2, Now Maſter Speaker I come in the ſecond 
place ta the ſubject ot their Petition and Proteſta- 
tion, which is of moſt dangerous Conſequence, 
beeing altogether treacherous, both aginſt his 
moſt facred Majeſty his Royal Queen and Prince- 
ly Progeny, his. rightfull [Throne ſeatedover all 
his Majeſties Kingdomes, againſt the Fundamen- 
tall lawes of rhis Kingdom and all. other ſtatutes 
and lawes made for the go04 Government thereof 


-byxhe wiſdome of his Majeſtie and his great and 


wiſe Councell of ſtate, againft the Priviledges of 
Parliament and free proceedings thereof, And 
againſtall his Majeſties loyall ſubjec&s that are 
true and good Proteſtants. | 
3. Thirdly the dangerous effects of this their 


- Malitious and traitcrous ations are caſte tobe 


oueſled at, 
.By 
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7, By this meanes the diviſion between the 
two Houſes may be encreaſed,the Lords moſt of 
them favouring their cauſe,thereby keeping them 
from comming to triall upon our accuſations of 
them for their haynous crimes committed by . 
them, 

2, If they proceed in their intentions, it may 
prove the main cauſe of ſetting an irreconcileable 
diviſion between the King and his liege people 
who deſire their grievances may be redrefſt, and all 
MalcfaQours delinquents receive condigne pu- 
niſhment for their miſdeeds both in Church and 
State 3 and eſpecially the Biſhops accuſed, whom 
they conceive to have been the principall incen- 
diaries between Scotland and us, great favourers of 
the dangerous Rebellion in /relend, chief ARours 
in innovating our Religion, and the preateſt op- 
preſſours of Parliamentary procecdings. | 

3. By this attempt the Romiſh FaRion will be 
much emboldened to put in praQice their wicked 
plots privately now in agitation amongſt them. 

4. It may cauſe great uproares and tumults in 
che City,and about Weſtminſter, of the Citizens, 
who are altogether ſet againſt Biſhops. 

5. It will be a great encouragement to forraigne 
Princes that are diſafteRed, and private enemies 
tothis State, (ſeeing our diviſions between our * 
ſelves) to put in praiſe ſome dangerous deſigne 
againſt the whole Kingdom, 

6.Laſtly,it will diſable us for continuall ſupply 
of aid into reland to appeaſe the Rebellion there. 

4. I come now (Maſter Speaker) tothe fourth 
and laft thing I intimate to you concerning this 

Petition, 
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Petition, and that is, what faultthey have com- 
mitted, in framing and dilivering the ſame, my 
opinon is, Maſter Speaker,that they are guilty of 
high treaſon; I will give you a few reaſonsand 
grounds of this my opinion, and then humbly 
| Teave ittothe further Conſideration of this Ho- 
nourable houſe. 

To proteſt againſt the proceedings of a free 
Parliament is adjudged high treaſon inthe tenth 

eare of Edward the Second, by the Parliament 

olden then at Weſlminſter, where the Biſhop of 
Yorke, the Duke of Suffolke, and others of thar 
conſPiracy, proteſting againſt the proceedings of 
the Parliament for their Appointing and placing 
the Commiſſioners about the King forthe Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom for one yeare, were ad- 
judged Guilty of high treaſon, and ſomeof them 
Executed, ſome baniſhed,and the reſt fled, 

2 To endeavour to ſubvert the fundamentall 
Lawes of the Kingdom, was adjudged high trea- 
ſon in the Earle ot Straffords caſe, may example 
of Strafford takethis preſent Parliament, &topro- 
teſt or inſence the King by petition, orotherwiſe 
againſt the copatianns Parliament,( which is 
a conſtitution of Government, found tobe the an- 
tienteſt of this Nation, and theonely meanes to 
preſerve and defend the fundamentall Lawes of 
this Kingdom ; the powerfull Counſell of judica- 
ture, to puniſh all delinquents in the Government 
therof,8 the breakers, & infringers of the laws, 
ofthis land) isto ſubvert the fundamental laws, 

3+ Tocndeavour to bring intothis ſtate an Ar- 
bitrary 
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burary way of government was likewiſe -by this 
Parliament adjudged bigh-treaſon in the Earle of 
Straffords caſe, to proteſt againſt Parliamentary 
proceedings, 4s to change the forme of govern- 
mentzand to) introduce an 1 Arbi itrary and tyranical 
forme of Governmers ,- for theſe reaſons Þ con- 
ceive Maſter Speaker theſe Biſhops that! have 
ſigned this petition and _ cſtation are guilty of 
high treaſon. 

"And my humble morion, is we may ſ{cndup to 
the Lords to. accuſe them particular and with all 
convenient ſpeed make ready. a Charge or Im- 
peachment of hightreaſon againſt them, 


